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DBS Foundation Social Enterprise Grant Programme

Frequently Asked Questions

ZRP R
General
How many grantees a year does the DBS Foundation pick?

We give out finite number of grants every year but there is no fixed number that we aim to fill. The number of

grantees we pick depends on the quality of applications received.
Is the grant programme open through the year?

Grants are only offered through Call for Proposals. Updates for when the Call for Proposal opens are released on

our website.
When will I know the results?

Applicants will be informed by August on the final decisions on their submissions.
Does DBS Foundation take up equity in the grantees?

Under the generic grant mechanism, DBS Foundation does not take up equity in the grantees. That said, in
exceptional cases, DBS Foundation may also facilitate loans or investments by third parties upon consent from the

social enterprise.
Application
My business is not a social enterprise. Can | still apply?

The grant programme is for social enterprises only. Please see below to understand how social enterprises are
defined.

Social enterprises are businesses that have a social mission at their core and use sustainable commercial
models to achieve this social mission. Their primary objective is to achieve positive social, cultural,
community economic and/or environmental outcomes. As such, income generation should play a key

supporting role to achieve their social mission.

Traditional commercial models focus on delivering profits to shareholders and may contribute a portion of
excess profits for social good; social enterprises focus on centering their operating models around achieving
their social mission. Profits generated are committed towards strengthening their ability to create positive
social impact. Social enterprises should be able to clearly demonstrate such impact through systematic
measurements. They sustain themselves with earned revenue, with no reliance on philanthropic giving for

their operations.
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Mature social enterprises that have obtained other forms of investment should remain majority controlled
in the interest of its social mission. Social enterprises should also be independent entities that are
autonomous of the state. While social enterprises should be able to sustain themselves through their own
commercial operations, we recognise that some reliance on grants in the early pilot/start-up stages is

common.

If  have already obtained a grant from another organisation, will it limit my chances of being selected

for this programme?

No, the grants you have previously received will not influence your application to DBS Foundation Grant Programme
but you are required to disclose this information in the application. Your application should strongly substantiate

how the grant from us can be prudently used to achieve the outcomes you intend.
Can | apply to this programme even if | am a past / existing grantee of DBS?

Yes, provided that you do not have an ongoing grant from DBS or DBS Foundation. The focus of the DBS
Foundation’s Grant Programme is to grow successful and impactful social enterprises. If you can substantiate how
the DBS Foundation’s grants will help grow your social enterprise to the next stage, you can explore this opportunity
by applying to the grant programme, with the understanding that it needs to make a strong case for further support
from DBS Foundation. Being a former grantee does not guarantee a grant under this programme. Each application
will be assessed on its merit. If you have an ongoing grant with DBS or DBS Foundation, please try again after you

have completed all the grant milestones.
Can | apply for more than one type of grant?

Applicants can apply for only one type of grant in any one year. However successful grantees that have achieved

their milestones may consider applying for another grant in following years.

You can pick a grant depending on the stage of growth your social enterprise is in and one that best suits your
needs. Please refer the table below to assess which type of grant is best suited for you.

Your profile should be...

Prototype grant As of 15t Jan 2018, my business has been incorporated for less than 2 years; and

| am currently developing a prototype to go to market.

Organisational grant | As of 15t Jan 2018, my registered business has been in operation for 2-4 years;

The business has been revenue generating for at least past 6 months as of 15t March
2018;

I am (or my co-founder is) working full time on the business; and

| am hoping to catalyse the business growth in terms of building up organisation
capacity and innovation capability, extending geographical reach and/or expanding

social impact.

DBS Foundation Social Enterprise Grant Programme FAQs (last updated: 14™ Jan 2018)




BDBS Zocinctotion

For this Call for Proposal, DBS Foundation is only accepting proposals from social enterprises which are legal

Can | apply before incorporation of my business?

entities at the location where they operate/intend to operate.

My business is currently based in India, but | have not obtained an approval under Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA). Can | still apply?

Indian entities are required to provide evidence of having FCRA approval, or the ability to meet the following criteria:

i. profitability of the business is dependent solely on the sales revenue and not on account of the income
receivable by way of grants and/or awards,

ii. does not have a definite cultural, economic, educational, religious or social (“CEERS”) programme, and

iii. the grant not be used towards funding any other persons and/or entities which would need to be registered
to obtain FCRA registration or approval.

Failing which, DBS Foundation will be unable to disburse the grant to the entity.

How will | know if my grant application has been received?

You will receive a confirmation email from the DBS Foundation within a week after submission of your application.

We will be in touch with you for any further clarification required.
Can someone help me with my proposal submission?

As the Call for Proposal is a competitive call, it would be unfair, or could be perceived to be unfair, for DBS
Foundation to help any applicant in the submission. You may refer to the grant proposal guidelines provided along
with the application form. As much as possible, we will clarify with applicants should we need further information
during the evaluation process. Please note that incomplete or vague applications where applicants failed to

complete all sections of the application or not provide substantial information for our assessment will be rejected.
How do | know the information that | have submitted to the Foundation is safe?

The DBS Foundation is governed by the Personal Data Protection Act and the information you provide will be
secure. By participating in the grant application process, you are indicating consent to DBSF collecting and using
personal particulars (including but not limited to name and contact details) for purposes of the DBS Foundation
Grant Call for Proposal. DBS Foundation will not use the personal particulars for any other purpose. All personal
particulars provided to DBS Foundation for the Call for Proposal will be kept secure and processed in accordance

with all applicable laws.

DBS Foundation Social Enterprise Grant Programme FAQs (last updated: 14™ Jan 2018)




BDBS Zocinctotion

Evaluation
How does DBS Foundation decide on the Grant Awardees?

The approach we take in selecting grantees can be found on our website. Please read through carefully so you are
ready with the necessary information before filling the application form. Specific evaluation criteria will vary based
on the kind of grant applied for, but the key criteria of our evaluation remain the same. We have a committee
comprising of internal and external experts who decide on the grant awardees for the year based on the strength

of the applications.
Can the evaluation panel sign a Non-Disclosure Agreement with me?

Applications are protected in the spirit of non-disclosure, and all submitted materials will be treated as company
confidential. The only people with access to the entry materials will be staff of DBS Foundation, select staff members
of the DBS Bank involved in the evaluation process. Materials will not be distributed to any other party unless

requested by an applicant. No other provisions are made to protect intellectual property.

While there are no presentations to be made on a public platform, if you have/are in the process of filing patent(s),
please do not disclose critical information which would affect a successful filing until you have been confirmed as a

shortlisted applicant for local and/or regional evaluation.

If  am not selected this year, can | apply again next year? How do | appeal?
The decision of the evaluation panel is final. Yes, you can apply again next year.

My application had been unsuccessful. Can | get feedback or meet up with a DBS Foundation

representative to explain my application?

Due to the overwhelming responses that we typically receive, it would be a challenge for us to meet each applicant

to provide detailed feedback. However, we can certainly be in touch over email to provide feedback.

Grant use
What timeframe am | given to use the grant that has been disbursed?

In your application you have to state how and when you would be using the grant amount. The time frame is not

prescribed but has to be reasonable based on the proposal at hand. We recommend not exceeding 18 -24 months.
Will | have to provide reports during work implementation?

Yes, the grantees are expected to share their progress at regular intervals of once every six months.
How will the grant be disbursed?

The DBS Foundation will discuss with grantees to determine the funding need of each grantee before milestones

are set. Grants are disbursed upon achievement of these mutually agreed milestones.
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The grant cannot be used to fund past programmes/events. It can only be used for expenses which are incurred

Can the grant be used to fund past activities?

after the grant agreement had been signed.

Can | change the usage of the grant after my application has been approved?

The grant is awarded based on what has been presented at point of application. Therefore, we will not allow for a
change in the proposed grant use after in-principle approval have been granted. DBSF reserves the right to
withdraw the award of the grant should the intended use changes.
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